[bookmark: _GoBack] The Mercy Center for Service, Spirituality, and Justice
Alternative Break 2026 – Faculty/Staff Experience

Please read the following information carefully before filling out your application:

Alternative Break Experiences are a 20-year tradition that embody Gwynedd Mercy University’s commitment to prepare students for successful careers and meaningful lives in a global society.  The Mercy Center and office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion are joining together to offer an Alternative Break experience specifically for faculty and staff. Those who apply to participate in the Staff/Faculty Alternative Break Experience will share a desire to serve others, to grow in their Mercy identity and personal spirituality.  The team of participants will spend time immersed in a host community, learning, serving, and reflecting together on their experiences. Participants will engage with the Critical Concerns of Mercy, issues of social justice, and communities in need.  They can expect to grow in self-knowledge, gain a deeper understanding of the struggles of people who are poor and vulnerable, and moved to continue to engage in service in the future. Participants are strongly encouraged to incorporate their experience into their role at GMercyU upon their return.

The Faculty/Staff Alternative Break Experience will take place in McAllen, TX Sun. May 31 – Fri. June 5, 2026. The team will participate in a Border Witness Program with ARISE Adelante, a Mercy-sponsored organization that supports and empowers the local immigrant community to build better lives for themselves. Participants will hear from guest speakers and residents, visit the border wall, and engage in service to the community. Each evening, the team will participate in individual and group reflection activities to more fully process the day’s interactions.

Team Member Expectations:
· Attend team meetings prior to the Alternative Break. These meetings are critical for the development and preparation of the team. Times will be set according to all team members’ availability.
· Be open to living in community and learning about service, justice, community, faith, and the Mercy tradition.
· Have an open mind for new experiences and an open heart for new connections!
· Team members will be strongly encouraged to tangibly “bring back” their experience to the campus community. This can be done individually or in partnership with other team members.

Funding the Alternative Break Program: 
· Each person is responsible to pay a $100 non-refundable deposit upon acceptance to the program. The deposit will be applied to the participant’s fees.
· Each participant’s subsidized out-of-pocket cost is $800 plus meals. This includes airline tickets, 5 nights of lodging, on-site ground transportation, ARISE program fees, and other miscellaneous costs. It also includes a contribution toward each participant’s travel expenses by the Mercy Center. In exchange for this subsidized rate, participants are asked to support the Alternative Break BINGO fundraiser.
· The Mercy Center can assist participants with fundraising opportunities to further reduce their out-of-pocket cost, upon request. This might include deeper participation in Alternative Break BINGO, a letter writing effort to cultivate individual donor support, or planning an additional fundraising event.

Application Process:
· Alternative Break applications are due Friday, January 30.
· Return applications via e-mail to plummer.b@gmercyu.edu or via campus mail to the Mercy Center in Mercy Hall.  
· Applicants will be contacted for a personal conversation with Betsy Stone Plummer or Tatiana Diaz. 
· All applicants will receive a notification regarding their status two weeks following the application deadline.

Please direct any questions to Betsy Stone Plummer, at plummer.b@gmercyu.edu or Tatiana Diaz, diaz.t@gmercyu.edu.



The Mercy Center for Service, Spirituality, and Justice
Alternative Break 2026 Faculty/Staff Application Form


Full Name (exactly as it appears on your travel ID): Click or tap here to enter text.

Title/Campus Role: Click or tap here to enter text.

Campus Ext./Cell Phone:Click or tap here to enter text.	E-Mail:	Click or tap here to enter text.
 Your acceptance email and other important communication will come to your GMercyU email

Permanent Address:Click or tap here to enter text.

Date of Birth: Click or tap to enter a date.                                         T-shirt size: Click or tap here to enter text.




HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPATED IN A GWYNEDD MERCY UNIVERSITY SERVICE-IMMERSION EXPERIENCE?

☐ NO	☐ YES	Please list each year and community: Click or tap here to enter text.

Please include a brief statement regarding your motivation to take part in this Alternative Break experience. It may be typed on an attached page, or in the body of the email containing application. Consider addressing any or all of the following questions in your statement:

· What is your motivation for participating in an alternative break experience? Where does your desire to serve come from? 
· What qualities and/or skills do you think you will you bring to the group with whom you will serve?
· If you have previously participated in an alternative break or another service experience, what part of your experience did you find to be most meaningful and why? What did you find challenging? What did you learn?
· After reading the site description in this packet and reviewing the community partner’s website (link below), please explain what you hope to learn during your time within the community.  What ideas do you have about how to connect this experience to your role on campus in the coming year?

McAllen, TX: Immigration/Poverty/Social Justice   http://www.ariseadelante.org

**Important** For our planning purposes, please list any relevant travel or other personal concerns/limitations you may have (i.e.: dietary restrictions, medical needs, etc.)


Submit this application via email to plummer.b@gmercyu.edu or campus mail to the Mercy Center by Friday, January 30. Thank you!

