
Free and Built-In Assistive Technology 

Canvas 

• Canvas – Accessibility Features 

Devices & Operating Systems 

• Apple 

o Apple – Mac Accessibility Features 

o Apple – Mac Accessibility Settings 

o Apple – iPhone Accessibility Features 

o Apple – iPad Accessibility Features 

o Apple – Watch Accessibility Features 

o Apple – General Accessibility Support 

• Google/Android 

o Android – Accessibility Overview 

o Android – Accessibility Suite (Mobile App) 

• Microsoft/Windows 

o Microsoft/Windows – Accessibility Features Overview 

o Windows 11 – Accessibility Features 

o Windows 10 – Accessibility Features 

Microsoft Office 

• Accessibility Features 

o Microsoft Office – Accessibility by Disability 

o Microsoft Office – Accessibility Help and Learning 

o Microsoft Office – Inclusive Learning 

• Best Practices for Making Content Accessible 

o Microsoft Office – Accessibility Video Training 

o Microsoft Office – Make Content More Accessible 

o Microsoft Office – Accessibility Checker 

o Microsoft Word – Best Practices 

o Microsoft PowerPoint – Best Practices 

o Microsoft Excel – Best Practices 

o Microsoft Teams – Accessibility Tools 

Web Browsers 

• Chrome (and other Google products) – Accessibility Features 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-are-the-Canvas-accessibility-standards/ta-p/1564
https://support.apple.com/guide/mac-help/get-started-with-accessibility-features-mh35884/mac
https://support.apple.com/guide/mac-help/change-accessibility-settings-mchlp1400/mac
https://support.apple.com/guide/iphone/get-started-with-accessibility-features-iph3e2e4367/ios
https://support.apple.com/guide/ipad/get-started-with-accessibility-features-ipad9a2465f9/ipados
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT204576
https://support.apple.com/accessibility?cid=gn-ols-accessibility-psp-helpful_topics
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/6006564?hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.marvin.talkback&e=-EnableAppDetailsPageRedesign
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/accessible-technology-products#primaryR7
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/accessibility-features?r=1
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/discover-windows-accessibility-features-8b1068e6-d3b8-4ba8-b027-133dd8911df9#WindowsVersion=Windows_10
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility/microsoft-365?activetab=pivot_1:primaryr2
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/accessibility
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/learning-tools/accessibility-tools?ef_id=_k_CjwKCAjwv8qkBhAnEiwAkY-ahmrY3YebmLLwWwbMTDhJ5NjIJKUSyXNElVFx8wX_0CQeJpb6W7CO9xoCAlAQAvD_BwE_k_&OCID=AIDcmmf9ba61yr_SEM__k_CjwKCAjwv8qkBhAnEiwAkY-ahmrY3YebmLLwWwbMTDhJ5NjIJKUSyXNElVFx8wX_0CQeJpb6W7CO9xoCAlAQAvD_BwE_k_&gclid=CjwKCAjwv8qkBhAnEiwAkY-ahmrY3YebmLLwWwbMTDhJ5NjIJKUSyXNElVFx8wX_0CQeJpb6W7CO9xoCAlAQAvD_BwE
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/office/accessibility-video-training-71572a1d-5656-4e01-8fce-53e35c3caaf4
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/make-your-content-accessible-to-everyone-ecab0fcf-d143-4fe8-a2ff-6cd596bddc6d
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/office/improve-accessibility-with-the-accessibility-checker-a16f6de0-2f39-4a2b-8bd8-5ad801426c7f
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/make-your-word-documents-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-d9bf3683-87ac-47ea-b91a-78dcacb3c66d
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/make-your-powerpoint-presentations-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-6f7772b2-2f33-4bd2-8ca7-dae3b2b3ef25
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/make-your-excel-documents-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-6cc05fc5-1314-48b5-8eb3-683e49b3e593
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/accessibility-tools-for-microsoft-teams-2d4009e7-1300-4766-87e8-7a217496c3d5
https://about.google/belonging/disability-inclusion/product-accessibility/


• Firefox – Accessibility Features 

• Microsoft Edge – Accessibility Features 

• Safari (and other Apple products) – Accessibility Features 

Zoom 

• Zoom – Accessibility Features 

 

Screen Readers and Text-to-Speech 

Screen readers and text-to-speech programs are particularly useful assistive technology 

tools. Some work better for specific use cases. The text-to-speech feature of 

Read&Write (see above) is great when using a web browser, but there are plenty of 

other screen readers that may be better suited for a task depending on what it is 

needed for (most of which are free or have a free version!) 

Best Overall 

• Immersive Reader (links have tabs at the top to change to the version you use) 

o Built into: 

▪ Word 

▪ Outlook 

▪ Teams 

▪ Edge 

Best for Apple devices (Mac, iPhone, iPad) 

• VoiceOver 

• Search for in Accessibility Settings 

Best for Google Devices 

• Android: Talkback 

• Chromebook: Built-in Screen Reader 

Best for Windows devices 

• Narrator 

o Built into Windows computers 

• NVDA 

o Free to download 

Other good Chrome Extensions 

https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/accessibility-features-firefox
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/accessibility-tools-for-microsoft-teams-2d4009e7-1300-4766-87e8-7a217496c3d5
https://www.apple.com/accessibility/
https://explore.zoom.us/en/accessibility/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/office/use-immersive-reader-in-word-a857949f-c91e-4c97-977c-a4efcaf9b3c1
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/topic/open-immersive-reader-for-outlook-9249595c-4b9d-4f27-9f59-bc590a6152da
https://support.microsoft.com/en-au/topic/use-immersive-reader-in-microsoft-teams-a700c0d0-bc53-4696-a94d-4fbc86ac7a9a
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/use-immersive-reader-in-microsoft-edge-78a7a17d-52e1-47ee-b0ac-eff8539015e1
https://www.apple.com/accessibility/vision/
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/6283677?hl=en
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/7031755?hl=en
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/complete-guide-to-narrator-e4397a0d-ef4f-b386-d8ae-c172f109bdb1
https://www.nvaccess.org/download/


• ChromeVox 

• Natural Reader 

• Read Aloud 

Best paid option 

• JAWS 

 

Mobile Apps 

In addition to the many built-in accessibility features of phones and tablets, there are a 

lot of great apps to assist with specific functions. These are just a few. 

• Otter.AI: Real-time closed captioning 

o Otter.AI Guide 

o Otter.AI Website 

▪ App also available on iOS and Android 

• Micrsoft Office Lens: Turn written text into digital text 

o Lens Guide 

o Lens iOS app 

o Lens Android app 

• Microsoft Translator: Translate spoken and written language in real-time 

o Translator iOS app 

o Translator Android app 

 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screen-reader/kgejglhpjiefppelpmljglcjbhoiplfn
https://www.naturalreaders.com/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp
https://www.freedomscientific.com/products/software/jaws/
https://gmercyu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/azzarano_e_gmercyu_edu/EeJrY70qLWJPvKIP4JBS6esButzjN4qrrZ2wcn-T-AXBLQ?e=VVuts9
https://otter.ai/
https://gmercyu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/azzarano_e_gmercyu_edu/EQ1thcPIOZtMmBeawJK68cMBS2uhGBav9Alz8xcu6YYtow?e=YzmAHn
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-lens-pdf-scanner/id975925059
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microsoft.office.officelens&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-translator/id1018949559
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microsoft.translator&hl=en_US&gl=US

